Afternoon Teas.                           107

behind a cup of tea and then emerged therefrom ready to
answer his interrogators*

In a city of the sise of the metropolis there are, of course,
all kinds of tea-rooms or tea-shops to suit every purse
or satisfy every palate. For example, in an ascending
scale, you may tea at Lockhart's or Slater's, or Fuller's,
or the Criterion, or Rumpelmeyer's* Each has its own
special clientele according to the length of each person's
purse* But this much seems to be^ common to all of
them: everybody seems to get what he wants out of his
money's worth* Both the caterers and the customers
are satisfied, and so the institution thrives and prospers*

Some of the high-class restaurants provide also other
novel attractions, although their teas, cakes, etc*, may
be nothing much out of the usual run of things* For
example, at Fuller's or the Criterion, a good orchestra
may discourse a nice selection of music during the tea,
and at the Trocadero, the music may be vocal instead of
instrumental* Or at the Waldorf there may be 4* tango
teas," when professional dancers will give exhibitions of
the tango or other latest dances*

These extra diversions, of course, help the time to pass
away so much more pleasantly than just the ordinary
drinking, eating, and talking* Such a half-crown tea is
interesting and seems to bear a close resemblance to the
tea-drinking inside a Chinese theatre* For in China, you
do not simply watch a play, but kill two birds with one
stone* All through the performance you may drink tea
or order a fresh supply, and you may crack nuts, melon-
seeds, or even converse among yourselves* There is
every freedom of action, and you enjoy the theatricals
as well as the refreshments simultaneously*